MATERIAL AND METHODS
and an antigenic preparation of Trichinella (Marini et al., 1993) .
The test was performed as previously described (Medori et al., 1996) . 
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Summary:
Results of our studies using ELISA and competitive inhibition assay (CIA) tests fully confirmed the previously experienced trichinellosis and reflected persistent stimulation of antibody production due to the antigen release from Trichinella larvae, which had survived longer and undergone gradual destruction in the muscles. The studies proved that the tests complement each other, yielding concordant results in 86.7 % of cases. Due to its higher specificity, the CIA test can help in interpreting pathological signs/symptoms and in evaluating humoral response activity at late and distant in time periods following the invasion.
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Article available at http://www.parasite-journal.org or http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/parasite/200108s2147 I n all groups (I and II a, b, c, d ) serological data obtained with ELISA ( Fig. 1 ) and CIA ( Fig. 2) were compared to each other, to the time which elapsed after acute trichinellosis and to its severity. As we can see in Table I In the subgroup IIa, (see Table II In the subgroup IIb (Table II) In the six patients examined 6 years after the invasion (subgroup IIc, Three patients of the subgroup IId (Table II) confirmed by other authors (Fröscher et al., 1988; Harms et al, 1992; Marinculic et al., 1994; Kociêcka et al., 1997; Pielok, 2000) . Among still ailing 33 patients, examined five years after they had suffered from tri- 
